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DETAILED ACTION 

Claims 4,7,15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

As to claim 4, what edge has a radius "of at lest one millimeter"? Note that if the 
radius of the openings 8,9 is "at least half a millimeter" (p. 13, line 35), then the radius of 
the chamber is more than one millimeter at least by V* the diameter of the ceiling 16. 

As to claim 7, the cross-section of the inlet 8 is smaller, not larger, than the 
cross-section of the outlet opening 9 in Figure 4? Which is correct, the figure or the 
claim? (If the claim, please correct the relative sizes of openings 8, 9 in Figure 4. 

As to claim 15, where does the "housing" (line 4) end, and the other elements 
begin? Note that the specification states (p. 12, lines 16-17) that the hooks 12 (i.e. 
coupling device of claim 13) are part of the housing. Also, even the "measuring 
chamber 7 is formed in a housing" (p. 11, lines 36-37), suggestive that the "a housing" 
(claim 15) was at least inferentially claimed in base claim 1 . In addition, is the "a 
housing" (line 4) the same as the "a housing" (of line 4 of claim 1 )? Is the same housing 
claimed twice? (Double Inclusion) 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Madsen et al teach (Figure 1 ) a connecting element for a transducer, including: 
membrane 5; measuring chamber 8, inlet and outlets 3, and a flat surface ceiling that is 
visible between the inlet and outlets. However, the element does not provide for a 
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ceiling that is "drawn-in in a central area of the measuring chamber, so that an annular- 
channel-shaped part of the measuring chamber with a greater distance between the 
membrane and the ceiling and a central area of the measuring chamber with a smaller 
distance between the ceiling and the membrane are obtained" as called for in lines 10- 
14 of Applicant's claim 1 , and which of course corresponds to the curved ceiling 16 of 
Applicant's Figure 1 . Madsen's ceiling is flat. 

Pace et al teach (Figure 2) a connecting element for a transducer. However, the 
element does not provide for a ceiling that is "drawn-in in a central area of the 
measuring chamber, so that an annular-channel-shaped part of the measuring chamber 
with a greater distance between the membrane and the ceiling and a central area of the 
measuring chamber with a smaller distance between the ceiling and the membrane are 
obtained" as called for in lines 10-14 of Applicant's claim 1 . Pace's ceiling 71 is merely 
sloped, and there is no annular channel. 

All references cited in the parent application were considered. The above two 
references are cited as they are considered to be the most relevant. 

As to claim 1 , note was made of the combination of the limitation "the ceiling is 
drawn-in in a central area of the measuring chamber, so that an annular-channel- 
shaped part of the measuring chamber with a greater distance between the membrane 
and the ceiling and a central area of the measuring chamber with a smaller distance 
between the ceiling and the membrane are obtained" (lines 10-14) with remaining claim 
limitations. Note was made of the benefit cited on p. 6, lines 27+, and continuing on to 
p. 7, line 18, the benefit intimately related to the quoted limitation above. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Robert R. Raevis whose telephone number is 571-272- 
2204. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday from 7am to 4pm. 
The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




